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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bunyan 
(U.S. 5,1 1 5,1 04) in view of Dauber et al (U.S. 5.916,671 ) and Simon et al (U.S. 
3.347,978). 

Bunyan discloses a method of applying a gasket. The method includes providing 
gasket comprises a conductive elastomer, which provided a non-sticky skin, a knitted 
wire mesh or a knitted wire mesh over an elastomeric core of elastomeric foam, such as 
foamed elastomeric thermoplastic, foamed natural or synthetic rubber, e.g. neoprene, 
foamed urethane or foamed silicone of open cell (Col 5, lines 47-65), attaching the 
gasket to the surface of the enclosure (Col 1 , lines 36-39) such as an aircraft, computer 
housing, and computer rooms (Col 1 , lines 31-35) with adhesive pressed against the 
substrate (Col 6, lines 7-16 and Figures 4 and 5), which show the adhesive is on only 
one side of the gasket, closing the panel or door to effectively sealing off the narrow gap 
(Col 1 , lines 45-46). Bunyan is silent as to gasket material is partially saturated with 
polyurethane mix to the core, which provided a sticky side to the cord material. 
However, applying pressure sensitive adhesive to the cord of the gasket is well known 
and conventional as shown for example by Dauber et al. Dauber et al discloses a 
method of sealing a variety of structures. The method includes providing a gasket 
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material, applying the pressure adhesive as transfer tape, double-sided tape or as a 
coating to the polymeric structure, i.e. gasket core with the coating, the adhesive is 
allow to partially saturated the gasket to increase the adhesive strength and increase 
the z-direction strength of the gasket (Col 8, lines 28-36), which allow for easy 
installation in enclosure that do not lay flat (Col 8, lines 23-25). Furthermore, Dauber et 
al recites out-gassing of silicone is a problem (Col 1 , lines 42-45) and therefore, the 
examiner is taking the position the method would exclude using material with silicone to 
avoid out-gassing of silicone. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to partially saturate the gasket structure with adhesive as disclosed 
by Dauber et al in the method of Bunyan to allow for easy installation of the gasket to 
enclosure that do not lay flat and insure that if an enclosure is reopened the gasket will 
preferentially remain to the side of the enclosure where the pressure sensitive adhesive 
is applied. (See Dauber et al, Col 8, lines 23-27) Bunyan as modified by Dauber et al is 
silent as to the adhesive is a polyurethane mix. However, providing a polyurethane mix 
as the adhesive for saturating the gasket material is well known and conventional as 
shown for example by Simon et al. Simon et al discloses a method forming conductive 
joint and gasket. The method includes providing an adhesive material to surrounds all 
of the fibers and in contact with and bonded to the surface with the adhesive (Col 2, 
lines 35-45) includes resin such as phenolic resins such as rubber, vinyl or epoxy, nitrile 
rubber, neoprene, vinyl, vinyl acetate-vinyl chloride copolymers, polyvinyl butyral, 
polyolefins (polyethylene and polypropylene), polysulfide, carboxylic, resorcinol, amino 
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isocyanate-base (polyurethane), cyano-acrylate, polyamide, and polyester. (Col 2, line 
57 to Col 3. line 7) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide any adhesive such as polyurethane to joint and bond the 
gasket material to the surface as disclosed by Simon et al in the method of Bunyan as 
modified by Dauber et al to provide a simple and inexpensive to bond a gasket to an 
aircraft and provide an electrical connection to the jointing parts. (See Simon et al. Col 
1, lines 22-55) 

Response to Arguments 

In response to applicant's argument of Bunyan and Dauber do not recite a gasket 
material as having an open cell foam base partially saturated with a silicone-free, 
polyurethane mix, the examiner disagrees since Bunyan does recite the gasket material 
is formed of open cell elastomeric foam material for an aircraft and Dauber does recite 
the gasket material is partially saturated with adhesive, and the newly cited reference to 
Simon et al discloses the adhesive for jointing substrate with a gasket includes 
polyurethane for an aircraft. The combination of Bunyan, Dauber, and Simon et al 
discloses the instant invention. 

Conclusion 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action Is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sing P. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1225. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30AM-11 :00AM 
and 12:00PM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher A. Fiorilia can be reached on 571-272-1 187. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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